Start your own business or social enterprise - this opportunity can be taken at any point in the career from anywhere

Researcher
Career
Routes

Doctoral
programme

National & international laboratories, facilities & research-only institutes e.g. STFC facilities, Pirbright, Max Planck

Early career fellowship: establish your
own research team and make the Permanent academic or senior
transition to independent investigator. research post
Typically 5 years funding

Junior fellowship: start your
own independent research.
Typically 2-3 years funding

Senior career
fellowship: transition
to research leadership

Postdoctoral research assistant — you work for a Pl, and your post is
funded by a grant. Typically 2-3 year contracts

Dorothy Hodgkin and
other returner fellowships

As you move right, you
move up in seniority.

The roles and routes
shown are illustrative
and not exhaustive.

Teaching-focussed posts e.g. Departmental Lecturer — ikl itiiatiels

indicates a less
typical route at
research-intensive
universities

Research technician, facility manager, lab manager

Posts in scientific industries: Sectors might include pharma, biotech, engineering, IT, energy. Roles might
include researcher/technician, management, IT services

Posts in non-scientific industries and services. Sectors might include banking, IT, marketing/PR

Public service and charities: e.g. School & college teaching, governmental bodies




Junior fellowship Early Career Fellowship Senior Career Fellowships

EPSRC Postdoctoral F EPSRC Early Career F EPSRC Established Career F
Newton Advanced F

BBSRC Future Leadership F BBSRC David Phillips F BBSRC New Investigator F
STFC Ernest Rutherford F
NERC Independent Research F

MRC Skills Development MRC Career Development award  MRC Senior Career F

ERC Starting Grant ERC Consolidator Grant
and Advanced Grant

Royal Society University Research Royal Society Leverhulme Trust
F Senior Research F

Leverhulme Early Career F

Sir Henry Wellcome Research F Wellcome Trust Research Career  Wellcome Trust Senior Research
Development F F

Henry Dale F
1851 Royal Commission F
Ramsay Memorial F
Royal Academic of Engineering F

Marie Curie Individual F



