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Deer management is frequently in the news 
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What did we want to know?

Are perceptions of increasing the deer cull in Scotland 
affected by… 

1. Different message framings in online news? 

2. Differences in social identities? 

3. General experiences and perceptions of deer? 

4. Demographic characteristics? 
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Online experiment: 1,300 members 
of Scottish public (stratified) 
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What did we do?

Online experiment: 1,300 members 
of Scottish public (stratified) 

How acceptable 
or unacceptable 

would it be to 
increase the deer 
cull in Scotland? 



Text frame

Gain/loss frame

Image frame

Text that remains 
identical in all articles

Heading remains 
identical in all articles 16 different 

mock online 
news articles 
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What did we find?

Slightly more influence of 
the ‘healthy’ image frame

Little evidence that 
perceptions of 

acceptability were 
sensitive to message 

framing

Increasing the cull 
was more acceptable 

than unacceptable
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What did we find?

More likely to say increasing the cull was acceptable if they: 

1. Identify more strongly as a deer stalker 
2. Identify less strongly as an animal protectionist 
3. Identify as male 
4. Have greater trust in the Scottish Government 
5. Are already aware of the annual deer cull 
6. Think the number of deer in Scotland is too high 
7. Encounter deer less frequently 
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are, not the type of 

article you read
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Acceptability predicted by type of person, not type of news article
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